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 To support the mission of  WSU and enrich the campus community as well as the lives of  retired staff, faculty and 
administration by providing institutional connections between the University and retirees who may wish to continue their 
intellectual and social participation in collegial life and service to the University.
Jess
 This summer has been a whirlwind! It’s been hard to settle 
down long enough to write this newsletter. It has been lovely 
to have so much time over the summer to spend with family 
and friends. I hope you have been able to do the same. Now it 
is time for me to get back to work and down to business. I’m 
lucky in that getting back down to business still means having a 
lot of  fun planning events, classes and trips for you. We have a 
very busy year ahead. 
 We have two wonderful travel opportunities set for 2019. 
The first trip we have planned is called “Great Trains and 
Grand Canyons.” This trip will depart on May 19th for five 
nights.  The trip includes two rail journeys aboard the Grand 
Canyon Railway and the Verde Canyon Railroad.  Other high-
lights of  the trip include a Sedona Trolley Tour, Grand Canyon 
and Oak Creek Canyon tours, Montezuma Castle, and dinner 
at Black Bart’s Steakhouse.  Fun! Our other travel opportunity 
for 2019 is titled, “Treasures of  Ireland” and departs on Octo-
ber 15th.  This is a 10-day trip and features nights in Belfast, 
Dublin, Killarney and Limerick. Some highlights of  the trip 
include Trinity College tour, Old Jameson Whiskey Distillery 
tour, Cliffs of  Moher, Ring of  Kerry, Blarney Castle and Rock 
of  Cashel.  This is just a sampling of  what the trip offers.  We 
have flyers for both of  these trips at the Retiree Center.  We will 
also be bringing the flyers to our Retiree Breakfast on August 
14th.  Kelsey Van Ordstrand from Premier World Discovery 
will be attending the breakfast and will share some of  the high-
lights with you at that time. I hope you can attend. Nancy and 
I will of  course be at the breakfast as well, and we will bring 
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the 2018-2019 parking passes with us.  If  
you haven’t picked up your permit yet, this 
would be an excellent time to do it.
 We are also offering several day trip opportunities over the 
next few months.  First, we have a trip planned to see the MN 
Vikings take on the Buffalo Bills at US Bank Stadium for a noon 
game on Sunday, September 23rd.  Registration should be open 
by the time this newsletter is printed.  We have 45 tickets available, 
and I know they will go fast.  We also have main floor tickets 
for a 7:30 performance of  Beautiful: The Carole King Musical at the 
Orpheum Theater on Monday, October 22nd.  Registration for 
this trip will open in mid-August.  I will send an email once it is 
ready to go.  Lastly, we have tickets for a matinee performance of  
Dear Evan Hansen at the Orpheum Theater on Sunday, June 9th. 
Registration for this trip will open next spring.  
 Please check out the Save the Date section at the end of  the 
newsletter, so you can get these dates (as well as dates for our Fall 
and Winter Socials) on your calendar.  I usually include a page of  
photos from our Grandparents University event in the fall news-
letter, but there was no room this time around.  Please visit our 
Flickr Page if  you’d like to view the photos from GPU 2018.  It 
was another spectacular 2-day event full of  fun and learning and 
family bonding.  
 I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter, and I hope you can 
fit at least one (but hopefully more) of  our classes, day trips, social 
events, or travel opportunities into your busy schedule.  Have a 
lovely fall season!
WSU Retiree Bill Koutsky purchased a 
4-passenger golf cart for the university 
this spring. Bill has driven the Retiree 
Center’s golf cart for Grandparents Uni-
versity, Homecoming, and other events 
for many years.  Last year, he realized 
that having an extra golf cart would come 
in handy since so many departments 
on campus were asking to borrow the        
Retiree Center’s cart for various reasons.  
He was able to find a nice battery-oper-
ated, 4-passenger club car this past May, 
and he very generously purchased it for 
the university.  We have already used the 
cart for this year’s Grandparents University event.  The golf cart will also be utilized by Alumni 
Relations, Advancement, Human Resources and others.  In fact, the Great River Shakespeare 
Festival used it a couple weeks ago to aid in the photo and film shoots they were doing across 
campus. On behalf of the Retiree Center and the university, I want to send a huge THANK YOU 
to Bill!!
Wabasha Hall will now be known as Dr. Donna J. Helble Hall, in hon-
or of the late professor emerita, who served as a faculty member in the 
WSU College of Education from 1988 until her retirement in 2012. 
Dr. Helble passed away unexpectedly on March 13, 2017. A legacy 
estate gift of nearly $2.5 million to the Winona State University Foun-
dation was used to establish the Dr. Donna J. Helble Education Village 
Endowment this past spring. The endowment was created to support 
elementary education (K-8) teacher-training preparation and pro-
gramming in the College of Education at WSU. This naming stands in 
recognition of the substantial service Dr. Helble gave to the university.
The former Wabasha Hall, named for the city street on which it resides, was built in 1953 and 
has been part of the WSU campus since 2007. As Dr. Donna J. Helble Hall, the building will 
serve as the centerpiece of WSU’s Education Village and will feature state-of-the-art learning 
and teaching spaces designed to benefit more than 2,000 WSU students in education-related 
fields each year. Village facilities will be equipped with modern technologies, resources and 
mentoring necessary for the preparation of tomorrow’s teachers, counselors, coaches, and edu-
cational leaders. A formal dedication of Dr. Donna J. Helble Hall is planned in conjunction with 
the grand opening of WSU’s Education Village in fall 2019. 
Visit “WSU Honors Long-time Educator With Building Dedication” to read the full story.
Initially published on Winona State University News                   Donna Helble
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WSU Announces New Appointments
Winona State University announces Julie M. Anderson has accepted the position of Dean 
of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences, effective July 1.
“We’re very excited to welcome Dr. Anderson to the Winona State community of learners,” 
said Patricia Rogers, WSU Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs. “A strong, 
well-respected Dean in the College of Nursing and Health Sciences is vital to the success 
of Winona State. I am delighted to work with Dr. Anderson as we join our faculty and staff 
colleagues to move WSU and WSU-Rochester to new levels of excellence.”
Prior to her appointment at WSU, Anderson served as Dean and Professor in the School of 
Nursing at the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth. She received her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing, her Master of Science in Parent/Child Nursing, and her Ph.D. in Education, Re-
search Methodologies, Educational Foundations and Research from the University of North Dakota-Grand Forks.
“I am honored to be the next Dean of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences, and I’m thrilled to be joining 
the vibrant Winona State community,” said Anderson. “WSU’s tradition of excellence in education is a known 
distinction. I look forward to building the future of the college in partnership with faculty and staff.”
Anderson assumes leadership of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences from Dr. William McBreen, who 
joined the WSU community in 2000 and was appointed Dean of the College in 2009.
  Julie M. Anderson
          Melanie Brunsdon
Initially published on Winona State University News 
Winona State University Director of Athletics, Eric Schoh, has announced the hire of 
Melanie Brunsdon as the new Associate Athletic Director for Warrior Athletics. 
Brunsdon will begin her appointment on July 2nd and is replacing current Associate 
A.D./SWA Myranda Nash who is departing for another opportunity.  “We are excited 
to welcome Melanie to the Warrior family,” Schoh said. “She has extensive experience 
in Division II and the NSIC that will help her lead our department. Her commitment 
to student-athlete success throughout her career will make her a great fit at Winona 
State.”
Brunsdon has spent the past five years as the Assistant Athletic Director at Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, Kentucky where she oversaw compliance along with direct supervision over the men’s and 
women’s golf programs. At Bellarmine, she was a member and chair of the Staff Council, served on the Strategic 
Planning Advisory Committee and the Title IX Committee. 
Brunsdon is also a member of the National Association for Athletics Compliance (NAAC) Division II Committee. 
Prior to her time at Bellarmine, she served as the Associate Athletic Director/Director of Compliance at Lewis Uni-
versity in Romeoville, Illinois from 2012-13. Brunsdon’s connection with the NSIC includes roles as the Assistant 
Athletic Director for Compliance and Student Life/Senior Woman Administrator at Minot State University from 
2009-12 and serving as the Director of Athletic Recruiting at Upper Iowa University from 2008-09.  
“I’m grateful to Eric Schoh and the search committee for the opportunity to be a Warrior and part of a team ded-
icated to graduating champions,” Brunsdon said. The Brandon, Wisconsin native will come to Winona with her 
husband, Paul, daughter, Madeline, and twin boys, Cade and Graham.
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As you can see, we have a great line-up of  classes for Fall 2018.  
Registration is now open, and classes are filling up fast!
senior  university  fall 2018
We Are Stardust,
We Are Golden
 Tuesdays
September , 11, 18, 25
October 2, 16 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 
$40.00
Art History “Isms”:
Modern and Contemporary Movements
 Thursdays
August 16, 23, 30
 September 6, 13, 20
1:00-2:30 p.m. 
$40.00
Nicole Chamberlain-Dupree
MN Marine Art Museum
Jennifer Anderson
Science Laboratory Center
Room 170
Living In An Engaged 
Presence of 
Mindfulness
Wednesdays
September , 12, 19, 26
3:30-5:30 p.m. 
$40.00
Paul Stern
Room TBD
Technology’s Role in 
Global Events
Mondays
October 1. 8, 15, 22, 29
November 5
4:30-6:30 p. m.
$40.00
Toby Schmidt
Maxwell Hall 257
Tuesdays
October 16, 23, 30
November , 13
2:00-3:30 p.m. 
$40.00
Jim Bromeland
Maxwell Hall 257
Election 2018:
Follow The Money
Progressive Education 
in America
Thursdays
October 18, 25
November 1, 8
1:00-3:00 p.m. 
$40.00
Jim Schul
Maxwell Hall 83
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The Spring Luncheon was a lovely event...many thanks to the Social Committee members for their hard work!
        2018 Spring Luncheon 
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Guest Columnist: David Robinson
Fifty years ago a decidedly unostentatious children’s show de-
buted on tv station KQED in Pittsburgh.  With its soft-spoken 
host, decidedly low production values, and no-star cast, “Mr. 
Roger’s Neighborhood” didn’t look to have much staying power 
in a medium already becoming dominated by fast-paced action, 
violence, and boundaries-pushing sexuality—and this was before 
cable.  When the show ended in 2001, another year marked by 
death and historical turmoil, it had impacted millions of children 
(and, thus, adults) positively. Its chief creator in front of and be-
hind the camera, a Presbyterian minister named Fred Rogers, was 
so familiar a figure that he was satirized on “Saturday Night Live,’ 
but also called to testify before Congress in support of funding for public television.
    Now, to celebrate that half-century mark, director Morgan Neville  has produced a full length film which has already be-
come this year’s highest grossing documentary.  Neville, whose 2014 documentary “Twenty Feet from Stardom” won both an 
Oscar and a Grammy for its depiction of rock backup singers, has put together an effective, even stirring tribute to the man 
and his creation. He and editors Jeff Malmberg and Aaron Wickenden have assembled archival footage from the show, in-
tercutting it with interviews with Rogers, his family and associates, and such luminaries as cellist Yo Yo Ma.  (Author Ralph 
Ellison, Eddie Murphy, Richard Nixon, and LBJ also put in brief appearances.) There are some animated interludes featuring a 
cartoon Daniel Tiger, something of an autobiographical stand-in for Rogers himself, particularly when he was a sickly, bullied 
fat kid.
   Some of my favorite bits, however, come from the folks who put the show together day after day—a rowdy crew who played 
practical jokes on the usually tolerant star, though he could also put the hammer down when he needed to get exactly what he 
wanted.  His supporting cast, both humans and puppets, demonstrate and comment upon the host’s philosophy of loving your 
neighbor and treating everyone with respect as a way of helping children through the sometimes difficult “modulations” that 
life presents. And when he takes his show on the road and interacts with children in their schools or on city streets, we see 
that he could translate that philosophy into action.  It’s charming and touching to watch their interaction when he closes the 
“holy space” between the television and his audience. Not surprisingly, this good and gentle man is at his best when address-
ing their fears or grief, as when he defines “assassination” or tries to deal with 9/11.
   Neville also pays some attention to the controversies that the show kicked up, especially those around inter-racial relation-
ships and homosexuality.  An especially effective series of shots from an interview with Francois Clemmons, a gay actor and 
singer who played the neighborhood police officer, moves us into the complexity and pressures of Rogers’ own evolving atti-
tudes. There’s also a brief nod to the lunatic fringe who claimed that the show had created a generation (or two) of adults who 
felt overly entitled, that you had to earn being special. Finally, fifty years after its premiere, the show is still relevant: the initial 
week dealt with King Friday XIII building a wall around his kingdom so that things wouldn’t change. Sound familiar?
  “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” will not knock everybody at the local cineplex out of their reclining seats.  It’s as slow-paced as 
the show itself, at times, and it makes ample use of that rarest of modern media phenomena—silence. It may well be surpassed 
in popularity and box office gross income by “You Are My Friend,” which will debut next year and star Tom Hanks as Fred 
Rogers. But if you can catch it in theatrical release or when it makes the Netflix or Amazon listings, do so. And bring some 
Kleenex.
 Film Review: Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
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Guest Columnist: Bill Meyer
Each summer since I retired from WSU in 2010, I have spent a 
week with 5-6 old college friends traveling to different baseball 
stadiums throughout the United States.  In March or April we 
begin planning the trip by choosing to see two baseball teams 
that play in cities close to each other.  July or August are the 
months that seem to work best for all of us so we get tickets for 
the games and reserve lodging. This year we watched the Phil-
lies play in Philadelphia and then traveled to see the Orioles in 
Baltimore.
In our off-time between the games we check out nearby histor-
ical sites  or other points of interest. For example, in Cleveland 
we toured the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, in St.Louis we spent 
an afternoon at the Arch, in New York City we visited the 9/11 
Memorial, and in Baltimore we took a water taxi to see Ft.                  
McHenry.        Twins Mascot, TC, and several native Black Spruce at Target Field
This may be hard to believe, but as I travel to the various cities, I keep an eye out for interesting trees near the ballparks 
that we are visiting.  Over the years I have made a number of  observations. For example, at Target Field in Minneapolis, 
the Twins had 12 or 13 native Black Spruce just beyond the center field fence for the first few years. They later were trans-
planted to a different location because the green branches fluttering in the breeze bothered the batters.
In Chicago as we approached the Cubs’ Wrigley Field,  I noticed boulevards planted entirely with Bald Cypress.   Since I 
had never seen them in a boulevard planting, I was quite amazed by this display. On the WSU campus we have these same 
trees and recently planted one on a boulevard. 
Cleveland has a mass planting of Ginkgos next to its baseball stadium that is hard to ignore. In addition, four oak trees 
were planted in memorial of two pitchers on the team that died in an boating accident.
On our recent trip to Baltimore I couldn’t help but spot numerous Sycamores or London Planetrees throughout the city.  
As we entered the Orioles’ stadium, these same trees towered over the spot where Babe Ruth grew up.
On our trip to St. Louis, we stopped by to see a friend who lives there and he brought us to view the famous Missouri    
Botanical Garden.  I remember seeing some of the largest Gingko, Bald Cypress and Basswood trees that I ever had seen.
A fallen tree in New York City nearly caused us to miss a game.  The train that was taking us out to the New York Mets 
stadium in Queens stopped suddenly because of a fallen tree on the tracks. We were forced out of the train and quickly 
had to find a substitute ride to the stadium.
I must admit that viewing trees on our baseball stadium tours isn’t the primary reason I enjoy our trip. We probably have 
more entertaining times checking out the local taverns and micro-breweries and sampling the latest regional beer, but I 
usually come home with a memory of  trees in a new city.  At the back of my mind I know that my constant chatter about 
trees will drive my companions nuts and eventually they will buy me a beer if I shut up!
Baseball, Beer & trees
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DAY TRIP AND TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
Retiree Spotlight MN Vikings - Sunday, September 23rd     
 Beautiful at the Orpheum - Monday, October 22nd 
 Dear Evan Hansen at the Orpheum - Sunday, June 9th 
 Great Trains & Grand Canyons - May 19-24, 2019  
 Treasures Of Ireland - October 15-24, 2019   
This is a noon game against the Buffalo Bills.  Online Registration is open now.  Click the link to see all of 
the details.  Reserve your spot soon!
 Online Registration will open in mid-August.  This is for a 7:30pm performance.  Main-floor seating.                               
Watch for an email from the Retiree Center with all of the details.
Online Registration will open in spring 2019.  This is for a matinee performance.  This will also be main-
floor seating.  Dear Evan Hansen won six Tony Awards in 2017 including Best Musical.  This is a can’t-miss 
opportunity.  Full details will be send via email next spring.
Trip Highlights:
-Grand Canyon Railway Journey
-Verde Canyon Railroad Journey
-Grand Canyon National Park & Oak Creek Canyon
-Black Bart’s Steakhouse
-Sedona Trolley Tour
-Chapel of the Holy Cross
-Tlaquepaque & Uptown Sedona
-Montezuma Castle
-Jerome
-Chuckwagon Supper & Show
- Old Town Scottsdale
Trip Highlights:
-2 Nights in Dublin, Belfast, Killarney & Limerick
-Dublin City Tour
-Trinity College - Book of Kells
-Old Jameson Whiskey Distillery
-Giants Causeway
-Belfast City Tour & Titanic Belfast
-Cliffs of Moher & Ring of Kerry
-Medieval Banquet
-Glendalough & Saint Kevin’s
-Killarney & Jaunting Car Ride
-Blarney Castle & Woolen Mills
-Rock of Cashel
-Adare & Foynes
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Announcements
 MN Vikings - Sunday, September 23rd     
2018-2019 retiree permits are now available. Please visit the Retiree Center this summer to receive your 
new parking permit. Retirees with parking permits can PARK ANYWHERE on campus. This includes all 
gold and silver lots.  This is a fantastic benefit for you, but you do need to make sure to pick up a new per-
mit each year...you may be ticketed if your car is displaying an expired permit.  Stop in and get yours soon!
 Great Trains & Grand Canyons - May 19-24, 2019  
 Treasures Of Ireland - October 15-24, 2019   
 Student Move-In Day - Volunteers Wanted
Volunteer on Move-In Day - August 21, 2018
The Alumni Relations Office would like you to welcome new WSU students and their families as they 
settle into their new home on the WSU Campus.
THERE IS NO LIFTING INVOLVED!! 
Answer questions, offer a bottle of water or a shady spot to stand and make our incoming students 
and their families feel welcome in our wonderful Winona community.
Please contact Tracy Hale in Alumni Relations if you are interested in volunteering at a welcome tent. 
There are three shifts: (9-11AM, 11-1PM, and 1-3PM) at three different locations on campus.  
Alumni Relations would like to have two volunteers per locations...ask a friend to join you.
Contact Tracy today at 507.457.2846 or email thale@winona.edu
     Retiree Parking Permits are Available Now!
      Remember to Keep Us Updated...
Please remember to keep the Retiree Center updated with your current mailing address and email 
address.  If you need to report a change, please email us at retiree@winona.edu or give us a call at 
507.457.5565.  
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September
CA Rail Pre-Trip Meeting
Tuesday, August 28, 2018
1:00-2:00 p.m.
Maxwell 158
Student Move-In Day
Tuesday, August 21, 2017
8:30 am - 2:30 pm
See page 9 for details
MN Vikings Day Trip
September 23, 2018
Registration Opening Soon!
August
Socrates Cafe
September 27, 2:00-4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100
Socrates Cafe
August 23, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100
Retiree Breakfast
August 14, 2018
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Kryzsko Commons Purple Rooms
Retiree Breakfast
September 11, 2018
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Kryzsko Commons Purple Rooms CA Rail Discovery Trip
September 13-20, 2018
Boats & Blugrass Festival
September 27-30, 2018
Prairie Island, Winona
SAVE THE DATES
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October
Living History Premiere
Tuesday, December 11, 2018
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Stark Hall 103 Auditorium
SAVE THE DATES
Socrates Cafe
September 26, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100
Retiree Fall Reunion
Thursday, October 4, 2018
American Legion
Invitations will be sent 
in September
Thanksgiving Break
Retiree Center Closed
November 21-23, 2018
November and Beyond
WSU Commencement
Friday, December 7, 2018
McCown Gymnasium
WSU Homecoming
Theme: A Warrior Through Time
October 1-7, 2018
Retiree Winter Social
Monday, December 10, 2018
American Legion
Invitations will be sent 
in November
Munch/DanubeTrip
October 2-12, 2018
Day Trip
 Beautiful at the Orpheum
Monday, October 22, 2018
Registration Opening Soon!
DAY TRIP
DEAR EVAN HANSEN - ORPHEUM 
Sunday, June 9, 2019
McCown Gymnasium
• Athletic Events: Free admission to regular scheduled campus athletic events
• Teaching, Learning and Technology Services: Free campus offered classes when space available 
• Free WSU retiree e-mail  
• WSU Fitness Center access at employee rate
• ID card for all retirees
• Free parking pass for all lots, must renew each year
• 15% discount on clothing and WSU gifts at bookstore, no books
• Computer, printer, fax and copy access in the Retiree Center
• Student tech consultations 12
e
We honor and mourn our University 
colleagues who have recently died. 
We recognize the richness of each life, 
the gifts these members have brought to 
many and the loss felt by 
family and friends. 
in memoriam
the perks of being a wsu retiree
K Wirden Ericksin
Spouse of Wayne Erickson
April 25, 2018
Linda Clay
Student Teaching
July 7, 2018
Querine Czaplewski
Spouse of Ralph Czaplewski
June 26, 2018
Shirley Eiken
Education 
May 28 2018
Roderick Henry
History
June 29, 2018
Mervin Tripp
Spouse of Charlotte Tripp
July 23 2018
